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An L.A, couple

Turns
Palm Springs wreck
info a
green desert oasis,

ts been 12 years since my husband,
Ron Diliverto, a pevchotherapist, and |
purchased a 1958 three-bedmom ‘ |
Pousgs in Palm Springs. Over two and & |
half vesrs, we restored the home,

instalied a swimming pool and landscaping,

and rencrated the interor. |
Euslt on a comer kit in the Bal Degerto
subdivigsion, a committee  of  world-
renoned Incal modern architects and

developers—inciuding  John Porter Clark,

Albert Frey and Cubver RMichols — oversaw
the design of the tract's homes. Crested on
what was once the Bl Mirador Hotels golf ‘
courss, the ares was caled The Movie
Colony sincg the sarly 19208, when
Holhwood stars came to the deszerdt and
buift winter homes to escape the prying

public; syve.
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When we bought the house, it had a keaky roof, moldy carpeting, stray cats were wsing the freplace 45 a
litter box and thers were ypodemic neadies ing aound. | was a pretty scary sight. We had 1o fill two
durnpsters just to get rid of what the former owners |eft. behind. The hause was scrubbec from floor to osl-
ing, ard then painted and reroofed. Once we had that dore, we threw a mattress on the door n the mastar
bedrmom and began with the basics—ioonng and window Coverings.

I'm a senior vp. at MySpace and have done a vanely of interior design projects st our West Hollyweood
condo and for fiends, while Bon, prior o becoming a psychotherapist, had a home remodeling business, We
brought pros in for the alectical and some plumbing, but most of the work— divwall, framing, flioorng, tile
work, etc.—was gona by us on waakends.

The archatact had onginally desigreed the famity room as an outcoor patio, but previaus ownérs anclosed
it to create & fowrth bedroom and seating area off the lving rocm. This made for amat, dark spaces and
rastrictad flow throughout the home.

Lensking towasd the dining rocm, & pair of Borman Charmer rbban armaehains
yath wibite leather covers mace by Flworatt flank an Eero Saasmen pedests
side table from Kroll snd Danish modern candlesticks, A dining weesion of
maarinen's e came fronr my childhood kKitchen, and e Saarinen da, 71
ciaAirs sureaeschng it were found an eflay. The Metsan bubble lamp is by
btiodernica, while tha rug undernesth is from IXEA and the shiag area rug

weds Tashivned Fram Tultes Carpeting.

the firzplace surraund was cneof 2evesal tile pregects. The Bigaest challenge
wds reglizing after | started that | needed to fll in the martar seams betwesn
tee cindedsdoes. | had togo back and do that in order bo have o lewel sortace
ferr the nese glass @ b adhese o, The vintase starburst Weskclack Smepieos

wais found on e8ay, and the penod wall scones are French.

It thee cotdoor table ancastees soowe could moee i inside if the weather
was tan hot artoo cold. and framed iF in stamless sleel saof svauld be
weeatherpraat, like the Emenn chaies from Modernica. The glass 18 tap

shimes im t92 senlight, and sparkles under the IKEA holicay lights.

A linalecim ook, based an a pattern from & 1957 o ool Gants athise-

tisarrent, commpletas the kitchen makeover




e

B S i
niE et

L

el vt N rir' "F ﬁ_ .

1 e
e TR w 5T e
SR W i, T T

We created ane karge, open iving space of almost 1,400 square feet by removing walls and winckws in
the faurth bedroom ard nstaling 12" sliding glass doors. They provide mountain views and created access
to the kitchen from the family reom. This public space has an open, circular flow that centors on a doubla
sided cindertiock firaplacs, which | covered with glass mosaic tile one weekend as a surprise for Ron while
e was out of town.

The previous owners remodeled the kitchen someiime in the 1970s. The cabinets were pickled green with
Black wrought iron pads, and there were several lavears of very unfortunate locking viryd fooring to pull up: Whila
the footprint was thers and the cabinets were solid, the flocrng, countertops and appliances had to go.

A clossl-size dry bar onginal to the dinieg room was removed 10 create more usable space and souare
fzotage in the kitchen. We were able to put 4 bar-height countertop with vintage barstools from a diner in its
place. MNew countars, apoliances, focdng and lile were ingtalled, and the cabirsts wara refinishad.

W calebrate Christmas in Palm Springs, and a few years after we moved in, & new robe hanging above
an elactrical wall heaterin the master bath caught fing; before we loew i, the entirs bathroom was enveloped
in flarmes, We grabbed the fire extinguisher and did our bast to put it out before ths fire departmant armived.
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Hakatai tile is the real star 6F the bathrocm: it reates a
cidorful, yl el King reiread & folfet fromn a local thift
stare wias refinishad just like the master badracm set, and
cuttitted o helo a wessal sink with a Kahler Stiliross
fauces. The original bl weas rebaired drd 3 custarm mirmr
inslalled oeer the vanity.

In the master badreom, 2 19605 set weas refinishes
white [acquer, and its hardweae repdated nchrgme, as
wera the bases of the podd laress on the dresser. The
pearshaped George Melson bubble famp & frem

Bl cmderrinta

Crapiasdas b thescamer of the master badrocm & -an-arm-
chair revonabstered in aqua barkcloth, and the wirtage
look curtain fabec s from Costernporarschath com, The

Elerkn glass is fram Dazeles, bere b Balm: Springs.
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furnlture catalogs

from 1955-1960

as a reference guide

When it was over, the houss was covered in white powder from the fire retardant, ard every curain and all of
the uphostery and rugs had to be shampooed professionally. & nev baih was now a priorty.

| came un with the color scherme and design, which involved stealing the halbway linen closet footprint for the
toilet and creating a large, open shower with a window i it, | used a refiished vintage buffet and a vesse sink
for the vanity, and wall mounted the Taucet.

| used home ard garden magazines and fumiture catalogs from 1955-19680 [L.e.; Herman Miler, The Amencan
Home, House and Garden, Better Homes and Gardens Decoraling Book) as 2 referance quids, and chose a
pacette of interior and exterior colors popular n 1958, For the furnishings,  have a ritual of visiting Palm Springs
thrift stores, consignment shops, estate sales, antique malls and higher-end vintage collectors on & maonthly
basis—its ke a treasure hurt for me. | cango for months at a time and not find anything, and then walk into 2
thrift store and find a Dorothy Draper chest of drawers for 360, knowing full well that it would sell on websites
ke Tstoihs.com fior thousands of doliars; that makes afl the months of looking worth it. 1 pever gat tired of
finding virtage designer furnishings that people have discarded and don't realize what they're tossing away.
Wa've mixed vintage Tormmi Parzingsr pisces with Murano glass lamps and Hevwood-Wakefiekd end tables. and
accented with IKEA cabinatls custormized with hairgin legs.

in 2003, we adopted a daughter, Charkey Jean, and the family nesded & larger diving area for holicay dinners.
| designed a stainless steel Parsons fable on casters and used glass mosaic fle left over from the
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nireg room fireplace for the top. Now, an outdoor dining and living area adjacent ta the farmily room accom-
micdates aur extended families for Thanksgiving and Mother's Day gathenings.

Tha home is an a 12 ,000-sguare-foot lot, with large front end back vards, In 1999, the most prorminent
fieature of the landscaping was a pair of dead 507 pine trees farking the front wallkway. We removed dump-
sters full of oleander bushas, tamarniss frees and dead shrubbery. Our new landscaping schems integrated
the front and back yards through the use of a combination of roling sod, boulders and rear rock, and
mounds of packed deseart sand, with a large variety of cacti, succulents and digenous drougnit-toierant
shrubinery that blooms throughout the yvear,

We also designed a kidney-shaped swirmming pacl with 1950s bull-ness coping and agua and black file.
A steal panaled fance with a strong, repetitive vertical line was used 1o enclose the pocl area and back yard,
the steel panels are repeated in the backyard patio cover as well,

Cur weekends are as close 1o a resort retreat as you can get without checking into a hatel, We have twio
golden retdevers, sisters named Lola and Fannie, and many of our Fends come and spend waskends with
us with their farmilias in fow. It's a great entertaining houss, but also a place where we take long naps in the
aftemnoons r:'unng the summer, and drink holt chooolate and read books by the fireplace in the winter.
We just lave it HE Resauroes page 75
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TUrgUaise s 4 receErng Cokar on the fnont doce

privacy soreen, e parch foaor and in the kidney-
shiaped poolinthe back. The pool area features
weliow Cainey Ceramics pots and vintage keaoll
buztarthy chairs, along weith ranre Hakatal tile

installed on the wall.




| G kE |

H L NP - -'..I |
I|| % f‘.‘&'l. |

A

SErCs 2071

Arkar Hung

163



